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Distinguished participants Ladies and Gentlemen

I wish to begin by expressing my sincere gratitude on behalf of the African Union Commission to the Foundation of Democracy in Africa for organizing such an important meeting and I also wish to express my sincere appreciation for the warm reception and high-class facilities offered by the Florida Memorial University.
It is encouraging to see that the current trends of science and technology (S&T) development in Africa are taking a new exciting dimension. This is demonstrated by the unwavering commitment of African governments, Non-governmental Organizations, Africans in the Diaspora and the International Community to develop Science and Technology in Africa. Africa needs to exploit its natural resources and potential through S&T, to combat poverty and underdevelopment and ultimately to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and global competitiveness. 
It is therefore a great honour for me, ladies and gentlemen, to be amongst you on this AFRICANDO 2006 Summit on “Science, Technology and Research for Africa’s Development” to forge together a common African course of action for science and technology to harness the enormous capacity that we have among scientists in the Diaspora. It is only through the involvement of every scientist that we can bring together our goals and achieve victory.

In knowledge-based economies, and as a result of globalisation, the capacity to develop and utilize knowledge and innovation has become a decisive factor in determining our competitiveness, growth and wealth generation by individual countries. Success in the eradication of poverty will restore the dignity of many presently impoverished Africans and accord us continental pride. It is imperative for Africa to adjust its development strategies and priorities to take into account knowledge-related policies in the areas of education, science, technology, innovation and information and communication technologies.

Presently, the African Union is developing grand science and technology plans such as capacity building and promotion of health and agriculture.  However, one of the important conditions for turning these plans into reality is human resources mobilization. This means that we require a critical mass of scientists to do this job. Special efforts are necessary to make the study of science and technology attractive to young men and women. 
We all know that historically women all over the world are less privileged and are under-represented in important fields such as science and technology.  This situation is changing rapidly as we see women seizing exciting opportunities in various scientific fields. However, there is still a marked under-representation of women in the sciences in many African countries. Once more, unless we utilize most of our human potential we will not achieve competitive advantage. The illustrious achievement of a science and technology based economy by Finland is a typical example that demonstrates how the inclusion of more women in science can help increase the required critical mass of scientists. There is no doubt that Africa needs to embark on a similar project of bringing more women to science and technology by producing a critical mass of scientifically skilled women.  We must encourage young women to take up studies in science and technical fields and those who excel should be recognised through incentives such as scientific awards. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is disturbing to note that whereas there is a lot of confidence in the ability of science and technology to solve most of our socio-economic problems in Africa, science and technology has not started to make impact on the lives of the poor people. Africa has abundant natural resources but lacks the scientific and technological capacity to process them locally into finished products that can generate direct revenue. Scientific research in Africa is still under-developed with many universities lacking the culture of result-oriented research. 

The private sector whose very existence is hinged on the exploitation of Africa’s natural resources needs to show their commitment to Africa’s development.  Some of the research in their companies must take place in Africa and they should support the training of more African scientists and improvement of centers of excellence. 

There is need to establish venture capital opportunities to sustain the commercialization of research products and formulation of entrepreneurships. There are many opportunities for the Diaspora to invest in Africa. For instance, by setting up manufacturing companies! The drug manufacturing companies and a company for the manufacture of HIV/AIDS and malaria diagnostic equipment in Nigeria are excellent examples of investment ventures by Diaspora scientists. I applaud them.

 The African Union has jointly produced with the NEPAD, the African Consolidated Plan of Action, which contains science and technology policy and research and development programmes for Africa. The Plan was developed through a consultative process with the scientists in all the regions of the AU. I now appeal to scientists present here to acquaint themselves with the Plan of Action, which is available on the AU and NEPAD websites and suggest ways of collaboration. We also call on the private sector to invest in this plan of action as it is geared to address the development issues of Africa. In order for Africa to achieve sustainable development in line with the goals as articulated by AU, NEPAD and the UN, we should build and/or strengthen our research and development institutions. These centers of excellence will act as hubs for breeding and nurturing science, technology and innovation for socio-economic development.

The emerging dynamic young African economies, offer science and technology development opportunities between the private sector and research institutions. We also need to persuade the policymakers to invest more in the development of S&T in Africa. Unless S&T can produce tangible results that have commercial value, our governments will continue to doubt the wisdom of investing in S&T and as a result the private sector will not be attracted to finance it. We must put back into the society our inventions and our technical-know-how for the public good and to stimulate economic growth. 

Research activities should be relevant to the challenges facing the nations. Research results, innovative products, processes and services should be accessible to the end users particularly small and medium-scale enterprises and the public at large. Science and technology must make a difference where it operates. 

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my sincere hope that AFRICANDO 2006 Summit on “Science, Technology and Research for Africa’s Development”, will deeply challenge each one of us to reflect on our role to the development of our continent and we will come out with practical recommendations that will shape the course of science and technology in Africa. 

I thank you.
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